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Qur View: New Margate Causeway b’illlboakd'

. B A new 50-foot electronic billboard along the Marga;e'i
Causeway may be legal, but it is still an affrontto the
natural surroundings. | : o

Well isn’t this a shame. _ '_ Co

One of the great, unheralded joys of living at the
Jersey Shore is driving over the many causeways.
between the mainland communities and the barrier

|
'

islands. The wide-open views of coastal salt marshes.

and bays provide a stunning panorama: And as nov-

- elist Pa¥ C%nroy once wrote about similar salt marsh-
es in his native South Carolina, their ever-changing
beauty, which varies with the.time of day and time of

" year, can teach you more about the color green than
you thought was possible. :

" Staff photo by Anthony Smedile

_-Sadly, some of these causeways are dotted with
billboards. Mostly, they are relatively small, wooden -
billboards. But this new billboard on the Margate
Causeway is an unfortunate game-changer. '

Fifty feet high, it towers over the marshes and
existing structures, sullying the view for miles . .
around. Even worse, the side facing Northfield will -
have an especially distracting electronic LED display.

New Jersey’s zoning and environmental rules are
constantly under attack for being too strict, but there

* was apparently nothing stopping the ownets of

Gifford Marine from getting approvals from Egg
Harbor Township and leasing the site to Jersey
Outdoor Media, which erected the sign. Fifty-foot
billboards are d permitted use in the township’s
marine zoning district, and state rules under the
Coastal Area Facilities Review Act apparently did not
apply to the upland site, ' _

Butit's still a travesty, an eyesore and an affront
to the natural surroundings, if you ask ts.

Richard Levitt, a Northfield Planning Board
member whose home overlooks the marshes, agrees.
This giant new sign is now an unexpected and unwel-

. come part of his view.

One of the oddities of this area is that the
Margate Causeway, which connects Northfield and
Margate, is actually in Egg Harbor Township. So it was
township rules that applied and township planners
who approved a sign that no one in Egg Harbor

- Township can see from their homes.

* And if one land owner was allowed to put up a

. sign like this, others will be allowed, too. How nice.

Someday the Margate Causeway couldhave all the
appeal of an iiiterstate highway. SRR
- Levitt said EHT should have been more sensifive
to its Northfield and Margate neighbors. Perhaps. But
an even better'approach would be for the township -
to reconsider the zoning along the causeway to pro-
hibit such large signs. Now that really would be
neighborly. . . :
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Margate Causeway billboard / One man's
battle

Posted 3 months ago

OK, we promise this is the last editorial we'll write about the 60-foot tall electronic billbeard
that was erected on the Margate Causeway in March 2012,

At least we hope it's the last time we write about it.

The mammoth billboard - which sullied the view of pristine salt marshes for miles around,
was initially erected without the required state permits, and that nonetheless breezed
through the Egg Harbor Township Planning Board - is now gone.

In an August ruling, Superior Court Judge Julio L. Mendez ordered the sign demolished, and
the owner of the billboard, Jersey Outdoor Media, took down the sign in late November.

That was a victory - a big one - for anyone who cares about the uninterrupted beauty of
coastal marshes and the rules governing development in wetland areas.

And there is one person to thank for this big win - Northfield resident Richard Levitt, who
spent several hundred thousand dollars of his own money to fight the billboard in court.

How often do you hear of someone doing that?

Levitt and his attorney, Stephen Hankin, put together a detailed case that, among other .
things, noted that the sign was illegally erected in wetlands without a required state wetlands
permit and without a required Coastal Area Facility Review Act permit.

Levitt and Atkins have now settled the suit. Jersey Outdoor Media has agreed not to attempt
to build another electronic billboard on the causeway. The state Department of '
Environmental Protection has agreed to revoke CAFRA and wetlands permits that were
issued after the fact, when Jersey Outdoor Media agreed to move the billboard 24 feet and
restore the illegally filled in wetlands. And Levitt has agreed not to attempt to recoup his legal
fees from Jersey Outdoor Media.

So it's done. And Levitt, who has chaired Northfield's combined Planning and Zoning Board
for more than 20 years, is a hero in our book. "My motivation was not just it didn't look
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appropriate," he told staff writer Derek Harper. "But after my many years on the Northfield
Planning Board, | just felt the process was not done correctly, and that just affected me at a
deep level."

Whatever happened here, the approval process for this billboard was a sham. Indeed, Judge
Mendez's demolition order was based on a ruling that the township did not follow its own
ordinances when approving the sign. ‘

And Levitt spoke up, ponied up and got the sigh demolished.
Well done, Mr. Levitt. And thanks.
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be an affront to the law; as

Fimst, the developers—ihesignis on property
leased by Hackney's Boat Yard Inc, to Moorestown-
based Jersey Qutdoar Media in what is actua]lyEgg

tec%u for “unau-
thorized development activities in the coastal zone”

Hartior Township.— have been ci
Depattment of Environmental Pro

and “within a coastal wetfand.”

Lastmonth, itwas not clearif the project
a Coastzl Area Facilities Review Act

whmh mustbe ohtained befare corstruction
“Now, itks clear thata CAFRA] pe:mxt
was Indeed required — and thaf
the developers did not have orie.
Thiey have subséquently — a and
beIaIedly'——apphed for.a CAFRA
permiit, The DEP alsp éontends
ihat the piroject needed and does
| nothave acoastalwedands per-

Meanwhlle, aNorthﬁeId:esh ’
dentwho says the LED sigi shines
into the bedroom window of his
hume, has filed a lawsuit claiming,
among other things, that the -
developers illegally filled iniwet-
lands in oxder to build the sign.

The su:t filedhy Richard Levitt—who, as chair-
man ofthe Northfield Planning Bodrd, Tnows aliide
somet.’nin%ee out these mattérs—also says that the’

t tall — fnot 50 feet'— which would put it

’the allowabile height limitimder the BHT zoning
ordinance, Levitt's st further contends thie signis
closer thar 1,000 feet to the nearest other biliboard,
‘which would also be a violation of the BT code—
and that's whether the signs are measured from their
nearest poinits or their midpaeints, the sultsays.
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Lack of scrutiny

MAs! more facts eitierge, If's Clear this slgridid not get
“the scrutiny it warranted from Egg Hartior Township.
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. Well, there have been some new developments -
in this story. And {¢ turns out this sign mayverywell

TheMa:gate Causeway is anopcunﬂguuuspart
, meang thereare no fedthy

‘ﬂm ks thet? Jm.
,uldhaveobjectedto 5% D5, How will they
Would this -

[ WILL wou BE MY
_ RUNNINIG MATE 2

T\S o I YES D
s@wwummqmo, ?Ds’ o I8l = no.

.Voice of the’ People .
Do testaurantsrealize ~ Foree Congressio fix: ACIT staff makes
thelssues with BYOB? ‘the éapital-gains tax the school special
i 21 Teties, “0.G, will” tal
it oo ekl Smyiielyi
The Jetter weiter nalled i élnghtunﬁxe ihat you paidfo:ﬁmme’ts lied Oux sons also attend f
headwhenhasaldmaybe erestaurant byan ‘County Institute of Technol

owners should think ‘about increasing  For exan 1e,lf n mr.hhse ahouse them hated middle school
thequn]ﬂyofthelrfuod.WhenIgdtu d a1$100 ouoasaninvestment, and ftrises excellentstudents who am

vestaurant, Jike gveryone e!sellwantto in valis fo 5150000 nver pexha s 10 temibly bored. if it hadn't be
-dine on sameﬂam 1 don't noxmally sh{cﬂydueto then. posteardontheddorwaytot
make athoire. So, lflgutn onge of about ynuse]lnﬁ:r$l75 Oﬂo.yuﬂwouldpaytax office that I soméhow focu
three or fouir Ocean Cxtymtamantsﬂm ‘on $25,000, noton $75,000, as youwould garent]teacher nighf, they
smpasa,myeqzectanonswﬂhahotﬂe of mow _° avehad the opportunity to
{ lin' ungenhannor- In effeet; an inflation-adjusted capital - I cannot praisetheACIT
gammﬂectsm(ygnr,&ue proﬁtandaughttu enqugh; From the superinta
m e a;.)u as,gth&;rim:cmmin gmxdmde af the annexwhomwel
of asseis. g ati  studentivery moming, thest
Raymg - Inflationy Iactnt’wnuld Y& an accurate ers, Endte
g restaurant GWIALS: mehsurement of profits:(dr lasses, vilien emellediugetﬂng through

ﬁgmfihzy‘ﬂ eonnolxﬂ{l‘hgy’[[ iged 1 tu appheabje), Ohls ﬂmse who' ‘make denf

auth dllsl:ym ipgd capital-yatns IfACl'Us picky in who it
AN}

mrd;lhe u'n éi patcong,” Hive 't.’uey
i el peofls, isutabad thing Unowlors
arg. in, everyans is cutnutfor.

s o, Teems] apd “yg ivelr
hé Awell—organized gmssmuis eﬁbrtto ing. If soriie of these typés

P 'Oc'eim nmii (‘A}tugtessmm dotrig fhie Hight thiniy abso?ltxlttebyme applicath

Tﬁdughf fOl‘ ﬂ'e Day : 0:-plo nec‘lha;é{mur wgtildnthurt either. ly nio harm in th
- “¥fhy s shouldn't things b6 Lrgely alisird, futite-and ; xigwn‘z seem ke the restau:  © - LAWAENCEUNIGLIGHT Theteis good and bad th
tary? They ale so;:and we are:sq, and ery andwe | Tty Orms r&f ;sm ahadtme GQalloway Township %]::xrlg with n‘iile gﬁ;n&
gt’.thng man} ore

g very well toethers’ : aosausm + bd 4nd that the offerlnge
GeorgdSantayaria Speedlng ﬁoopers expanded t include new p:
. majors, The bad is thattbf
: — - , Jistwyivigto leepmp ot mqf

. eapatofa
- Xe thé April 24 story; “A.C. ta be fienda with all studer
Voice of the Peop‘e getseé:‘od;ﬁs paﬂtgd. ahmxttsy.tat hog tions, 231 snnswereah’le

ers estorting & highispeed caravan of - Bottom iheletter wil

- Employing the: dlsabledls goodfor everyone _ ;Eagkrvi;‘ﬁgmﬁgg;yggem%rdﬁc Site ;ngﬁ,%mﬁ a‘:‘:'fﬁ,

e e e i pispendanes Benso B B ey st | of on Iemey"“hv?ﬁ’ﬂi . b0 apickand thoose
ployment First” atate, Thi des-  and asense of belonginig. Wark ihat will, supp’lelhenf emplny— | commuting-to work, 1 ¥ qoiténd aussudents: )
{gnation means thatpublicand 5 a fouchstong by which gve nient, nopge g&ler way | feelTveseenitall the froopers” - ELE
prvate organizatiors havé-a often measure ourselves, and  awind, +*| T have béen passed, werq mot . . EggHar

Sl T encieine that ther cun.  measiwe nfhers, The filliiess of ©  New. Tetsev has rmede great onboth sides, by cara- escartine: -



